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Abstract

This research This article examines the legal status and liability of the Ethics Committee
of the Federation of Accounting Professions under Thai law. It aims to analyze the nature of the
Committee’s roles and regulatory powers and to assess the legal consequences arising from the
exercise of such powers. The study is primarily based on an analysis of the Accounting
Professions Act B.E. 2547 (2004), supplemented by a comparative examination of the Disciplinary
Committee of the Lawyers Council and selected foreign legal frameworks, with reference to
England, to situate professional ethics regulation within different institutional designs.

The findings that, in the Thai legal context, the Ethics Committee of the Federation of
Accounting Professions is structured as a body exercising public law powers, notwithstanding its
location within a professional organization rather than a state agency. Thai law delegates
coercive regulatory authority to the Committee to supervise and control the practice of the
accounting profession, authority that directly affects individuals’ rights to pursue their
occupation. Consequently, the Committee’s actions fall within the framework of public law
liability, most notably liability for wrongful acts of officials under the state liability regime, as
well as criminal liability where committee members are deemed public officials under the
relevant statutory provisions.

A comparison with the Disciplinary Committee of the Lawyers Council demonstrates
a parallel legal structure. Both bodies operate within professional organizations entrusted by
the state with regulatory authority in the public interest, and both are subject to a similar
framework of legal liability. Differences between the two are largely procedural and do not
amount to structural distinctions in legal status or liability.

By contrast, the English model reflects a system of professional regulation grounded
primarily in private law relationships between professional bodies and their members. In that
context, the regulation of professional ethics is not conceptualized as the exercise of
administrative power in the strict sense. This divergence highlights that questions of liability
concerning professional regulatory bodies are not merely technical issues of domestic law, but
rather outcomes of broader choices in the institutional design of regulatory authority and legal
status.

Accordingly, the article argues that the liability framework applicable to the Ethics
Committee of the Federation of Accounting Professions under Thai law is deliberately designed

to accommodate the exercise of public law powers. It relies principally on liability for wrongful



acts of officials as the primary mechanism of accountability, while confining criminal liability to
cases involving bad faith or serious breaches of duty. This framework reflects an attempt to
balance the protection of affected individuals with the need to safeguard officials performing

regulatory functions in the public interest.

Keywords: Liability of Ethics Committees, Federation of Accounting Professions, Professional

Organizations; Professional Regulation
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disciplinary-bye-laws> accessed 29 December 2025.

" |CAEW, ‘IRB, Regulatory and Disciplinary Committees’ (ICAEW, 8 September 2022) <https://
www.icaew.com/about-icaew/who-we-are/governance/professional-standards-committees> accessed
29 December 2025.

> ICAEW Disciplinary Bye-laws Section 5.1 and 10.1.

' |ICAEW Disciplinary Bye-laws Section 5.1 and 11.1.
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1 wsvun Yuans (Fee33a 29) 50-51.

 quiteu R v Disciplinary Committee of the Jockey Club, ex parte Aga Khan [1993] 1 WLR 909 (CA).
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Auditing 117, 118-119 <https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1099-1123.2004.00085.x>
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